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the bodies of all those who were cardinals had been left
untouched by the thieves; but that all others7 had been
robbed of most of their jewels. The examination being con-
cluded, the coffins were again closed, and were arranged in
the lower crypt in the same situations as they had occupied in
the upper crypt, each being placed immediately under the
tombstone in the upper crypt having reference to it. And
this done the entrance to the lower ciypt (at the bottom of
the flight of steps which leads down to it) was then walled up.8
Thus each tombstone in the upper crypt is over the coffin
to which it refers. In the centre, buried in his black armour,
lies Giovanni delle Bande Nere (with on his tombstone the
words Cognomento Invictus), and by his side his wife, Maria
Salviati. Around them, in the various "bays" and other parts
of the crypt, lie their descendants of six generations.0 Anna
Maria Ludovica, the last of them, rests near one of the centre
pillars. Each of the first four Grand Dukes is interred in one
of the "bays" with his wife and two of his children. Similarly
in the upper part of the mausoleum each monument stands
over the spot in the crypt which holds the tomb of that
Grand Duke.

The three places of sepulture, the Old Sacristy at the end
of the south transept,10 the New Sacristy at the end of the
north transept, and the mausoleum adjoining the choir, serve
to mark the stages through which the Medici passed. We see
them first as careful and assiduous men of business, prudent,
generous of their wealth, and unflinching defenders of the
poorer classes against tyranny; then as far-sighted and capa-
ble statesmen, heavily burdened with public affairs, and
steadily raising the power and prosperity of their country
above all her former rivals, and at the same time spending
bo<th efforts and wealth on the advancement of learning and
the encouragement of all forms of art; lastly, we see them as
crowned heads, ruling over a state which had been made by
them the most important in Italy. And in each of these stages